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Climate Change
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I remember when I was a child, each year in April someone in my family
would say, “I saw a robin today.” Seeing the first robin was a sign that spring
and warm weather would arrive soon. A robin is a bird with an orange breast
that flies south each autumn and returns in the spring. Its main source of food
1s worms and berries, so it is necessary for it to fly to where it 1s warmer.

Recently, we no longer need to wait until April for robins. The first one
always arrives in March. In some areas robins are arriving in spring up to
three weeks earlier than just a generation ago.

The early arrival of a bird probably doesn't seem like an important change.
Surely there will be worms for them to eat because the snow melts earlier, too.
Unfortunately, climate change does not always operate so smoothly, however.
Robins now sometimes arrive when the ground is still frozen or covered with
snow by a late winter storm. In this case, they may starve. Because the robin
1s part of the ecosystem, if it disappeared, it would have some impact on other
species. For example, when it eats berries, it helps distribute seeds; when it
eats worms, it helps keep the worm population in balance, and so on. When one
species disappears, it can have unpredictable consequences because the

ecosystem 1s so complex.



Chiune Sugihara
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“What do they want, Mama?” Hiroki asked to his mother. “They came to ask
your father for help,” said Yukiko. That evening, Sugihara said to his wife, “I'll
send a telegram home to Japanese Foreign Ministry. This is a very difficult
situation. I can’t decide all by myself.”

“Yes. Do that for all those people out there, please,” said Yukiko.

Consul Sugihara sent a telegram to the Foreign Ministry in Japan and said:
“Hundreds of refugees have come to the consulate here in Kaunas, searching for
visas to Japan. They are having a hard time now. We are all human beings.
So 1t 1s very hard for me to say “no” to their requests.

Two days later, the answer came from Japan. It read:

“We will give visas only for people who have a clear destination. Other than
these people, you may not give any visas to them.”

Sugihara knew that the refugees had no idea about where to go after getting
visas. He really wanted to help the growing number of Jewish refugees. He
didn’t give up, and sent another telegram. But the answer was still the same.

Consul Sugihara had no time. He had to make a decision quickly, a very
difficult one. Sugihara struggled for another few days and finally decided to
1ssue visas to those people. Yukiko knew this would put her family in danger,

but she supported her husband’s decision.



I Am a Cat
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I am a cat. I have, as yet, no name.

Where was I born? 1 have noidea. I only remember crying in a dark, wet
place. That was where I first laid eyes on a human being. It was the most
dangerous type of human, too, as I later learned. That was a college student.
They say that college students sometimes catch, cook, and eat us cats. I knew
nothing of this at the time, however, and wasn’t especially afraid. When he
lifted me up in his hand, it was simply like riding on a cloud.

After my heart slowed down a little, I stared at the student’s face. This
was my first good look at a person. A very strange animal indeed, I remember
feeling.

I sat on the student’s hand for some time, feeling more or less all right.
But then, all at once, I was moving very fast. Was the student moving too? 1
wasn’t sure. The world wheeled around me, and I felt sick. I was thinking that
this was the end.

I can’t seem to remember what happened just after that. What in the
world was happening? I tried to move forward, and the pain was shocking.

In front of me was a small lake. I sat down and wondered what to do. No
very good ideas came. I might have cried some more, but now my voice was

gone.



