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Ayumu Hirano
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With mountains all over Japan, winter sports have been popular for a
long time. Recently, thanks to Ayumu Hirano, snowboarding has become the
most appealing winter sport for many young people. He started snowboarding
when he was four and won a silver medal in the X Games at the age of fourteen.

Hirano first joined Japan's national team for the Sochi Olympics in 2014.
He could not practice enough because of injury, but he still won the silver medal
and became the youngest Japanese athlete to win a Winter Olympic medal.

In March 2017, Hirano suffered a serious fall during an event in the
United States. He was forced to spend two weeks in the hospital. Just six
months later, Hirano made a remarkable comeback by winning the halfpipe
competition at the World Cup event in America.

Hirano’s first name, Ayumu, means to “walk a dream” in Japanese.
Literally, he lives his life and walks his dream. When he became the youngest
Olympic medalist in Sochi, he answered a question about his goal in his life: "I
am going to walk toward it, step by step.” He achieved another goal by winning
the gold medal this year at the Beijing Olympics. Hirano is just 23 years old, so

what could be next for Japan’s amazing young athlete?



Japanese Adults Becoming Younger
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“Seijin-no-hi” or Coming of Age Day in Japan is always an exciting day for
young people in Japan. A ceremony is held to celebrate twenty-year-old people as
new adults, but Japan’s adults are getting younger. Japan decided to change the
age of adulthood to 18 in 2022. Because of this change, more than two million 18
and 19-year-old people will become legal adults at the same time.

What exciting things can these new adults do? They can vote, buy
smartphones themselves, or sign up for credit cards. If they break the law
themselves, their names will be reported in the media. However, the young
adults will still not be able to do some things, such as gambling or drinking alcohol.

A lot of people hope that young adults will participate in society by lowering
the age of becoming adults. As the Japanese population is thought to be smaller
in the future, young people need to play a bigger role in the future direction of
Japan. For Japan to continue to be an exciting and innovative country, the new

young adults need to become the future!



(Gon, The Little Fox
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One day, Gon saw a man fishing in the river. “It’s Hyoju”, thought Gon.
Hyoju lifted his net out of the water, and inside it was a big, fat eel. Hyoju put
the eel into his basket with some fish he caught earlier. He then turned away.

Gon thought, “I'll play a trick!” He went to the basket and started throwing
the fish back in the river. Gon then picked up the slippery eel in his mouth, but
suddenly Hyoju turned around. “Hey, Fox! Leave my eel alone!” Surprised, Gon
ran off with the eel in his mouth.

Later that week, Gon was walking near Hyoju’s house. Many people were
gathered for a funeral, and Gon thought “Hyoju’s mother has died. She must have
wanted the eel that I stole.” Hyoju looked sad, so Gon decided to help him. Gon
thought “I'll give some fish to Hyoju!” So, he took fish from a fish seller and left
them outside Hyoju’s door.

Hyoju was wondering who left these gifts outside his house, so one evening
he stayed up late. Then he saw Gon appear from the bushes. Hyoju thought
“That’s the fox that stole my eel!” He got his gun from his house and aimed at the
fox. Bang! Hyoju ran over to Gon, and saw he had some chestnuts. “It was you

who was giving me the gifts!” said Hyoju. Gon nodded, and then closed his eyes.



